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GET WELL – FOLLOWING FROM ABBOTSFORD 
HORSESHOE CLUB – AR HIE RADOWITS 
 
Just heard from Jim Williams, He is in Royal Columbian Hospital 
Waiting; open heart surgery. Hopes to get it done within the next 
seven days, Has 90% blockage in two arteries. 
 
SAM’S INVOLEMENT WITH THE NHPA 2000 WORLD 
TOURNAMENT 

 
AMAZING WHAT ONE CAN DO  
WITH OLD HORSESHOES - A HARP 

 
 
 

                                4 



 
 

That was a fun two weeks, long nights, 
early mornings; we did this for 3 years 
Regretfully Billie passed away a few 
years ago, never did meet her and, she 
was the mother-in-law of Walter Ray 
Williams JR.   
 

 
NEWS FROM SALMON ARM – AMY KIDD 

 
 I just wanted to let you know that Ted Peters had a heart attack February 22nd, he is in hospital.  That is 
all I know at this time. Will keep you informed.      
 
We are losing our president, Neil Larocque, he is relocating to Victoria.  He has 2 sons there and 2 
grandchildren.   So we are trying to figure out what we will be doing for an interim president.  We are 
having a meeting on Thursday.  Anyway, I will let you know when I find out any more about Ted.   
 
FURTHER UPDATE FROM AMY Nobody was interested in being President, so, Ben Gartner 
volunteered to be president, with assistance from me, for the duration of this season with the 
understanding that somebody has to step up when we hold our elections this fall.   
 
Our club is getting smaller, and smaller we are really going to have to work on getting new members.  
This may be a good year to campaign for new members; a lot of people are bored, and looking for 
something to do, so will have to pursue that.   
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Lorenzo and Jeanette Ferrara - Quesnel 
 
Lorenzo was born in Italy on Jan 4, 1945 and 
immigrated to Canada when he was 16.  Jeanette 
was born February 21, 1950 in New Westminster.  
Lorenzo had his own business (with two brothers) 
when Jeanette and him met.  They were doing 
plaster and stucco at that time. Later they went into 
house construction for sale.   
 
Lorenzo and Jeanette met in 1968 and married 
April 19, 1969.  They had a family of 1 son, Dino 
and twin girls (Lone; died shortly after birth) Sandra 
survived and finally their third child, Juliana.   
 

They now have 3 children, 7 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren.   
 
They lived in the lower mainland until 1988 when they moved to Quesnel for health issues. A lot of 
Jeanette’s family lived in Quesnel so it was not as big a change as one would expect.  They purchased a 
small duplex rental complex from Jeanette’s parents in 1988 and proceeded to build more duplexes and 
remodel the main home.  In 2010 they rebuilt a new home and moved out of the rental property.  In 2013 
they sold the complex and officially retired. 
         

Jeanette’s mom and dad wanted them to 
play horseshoes shortly after they moved 
to Quesnel but Jeanette felt horseshoes 
was for “old farts” and farmers .  Once 
they tried the sport they were hooked for 
good.   They officially joined the Quesnel 
Horseshoe Pitches Club in 1989.  
Jeanette soon became the cub’s 
secretary and remains in that position to 
this day.  They travelled to some of the tournaments in the 

Lower Mainland and all of the ones hosted by Prince George.   Quesnel even hosted a few of the larger 
tournaments which were 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who 
participated.  Lorenzo has 
participated twice in the Western 
Classics in Prince George where 
he won his division Men’s C In 
2015.  Both Jeanette and Lorenzo 
have participated in the BC 
Championships and the 
Internationals on several occasions 
 
They both still enjoy hunting, 
fishing and gardening with their 1 
acre of yard and a huge garden to 

manage.  As long as the club remains they will continue to pitch and enjoy. 
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WORD SEARCH – BCHA CLUBS 
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DON MYRFIELD – VERNON  
 

My vocation started in Port Alberni where I entered 
into my electrical, apprenticeship in the Pulp Mill. 
From there I went into the Commercial electrical 
construction industry in Terrace then to Surrey.  I was 
an Electrical Maintenance Supervisor with the 
telephone company.  From there I went into several 
small business ventures.  Service Stations in Surrey 
And Prince George, Fast Food restaurant, Bulk Oil 
Agency and Real Estate in 100 Mile House, Tarp and 
Awning manufacturing in Vernon. 
 
One day while working in Vernon, George Pater of the 
Vernon Horseshoe Club came in and started talking about Horseshoes.  

I asked a few questions and he invited me to come out and try pitching a few shoes.  That was it!   The 
members of the Vernon Club were welcoming and friendly and I was hooked!  After a few years I was 
elected Vice President and then President and enjoyed the camaraderie of the other Clubs at 
tournaments and the sport of Horseshoes.  I have won Gold at the BC Senior Games, a first in Class at 
BC Champs, a first at Abbotsford International, and a third at the Canadian Championship in Victoria. 
 
I have wanted to venture outside the Province to other Provinces and the USA, but haven’t as yet. 
For anyone who has even a spark of interest in Horseshoes, I suggest getting out to a Horseshoe Club 

in your area and ask to give it a try.  Don’t be 
disappointed if your horseshoes don’t get near the 
pit.....each time you pitch your shoes, you get closer 
to the pit and to the pin.  There is always someone 
who will gladly give you a few hints that they think 
might help you get better.  It is a non impact sport 
that anyone can play, and as you play, you are 
always trying to better your self.   Any age, male or 
female or ethnicity is welcome.  If you are traveling 
through or living in Vernon and are available on a 
Tuesday or Thursday evening, come and have a 
coffee with us and see what we are all about. 
 

I am retired and married to my wife, 
Leaha, for 54 years and have 3 grown 
and married children, 6 Grand children 
and 2 Great Grand children. 
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BUDDY DYRDA – THE COME BACK CONTINUES – SOOKE HORSE SHOE CLUB  
 

I grew up in a foster home as my parents were unfit to 
care for my brother and I due to drugs and mental 
health.  At age 10 I was put into a permanent home.  It 
wasn't till age 13 that I picked up a horseshoe.  Gordon 
Butts was my influence to thrive in the game of 
horseshoes.  He was my "foster grandfather".  He was 
the greatest coach I ever had.  Other influences were all 
the greats in the men's division that I looked up to and 
wanted to be like.  I emulated my pitch after Elmer Hohl 
and Carl Steinfeldt's style to come up with a unique style of pitching.  I would go on to 
place 2nd in the World's twice, and win 3 consecutive Canadian Championships (Beating 

Drew Becker in 02 and 03 the 2x World Champ) also I pitched a perfect game in my 3rd to last game as 
a junior in the national championship.  I ended my junior career in August 0f 2004.  One month later I 
entered my first 40ft tournament, which would be the BC Provincial Championship.  I was only 17 in the 
Men's A Class, and I would go on to win it with a 14-0 record and 62% ringer average.  Not a bad start to 
my 40ft career.  At that point my life couldn't be any better. I had a new girlfriend, I had just graduated, I 
had a car, a job, was in the process of moving out of my foster home.  Life was great, except 1 thing my 
girlfriend lived in Grand Prairie AB.  To make a long story short I ended up moving to Grand Prairie just 
before my 19th birthday.  After I moved the relationship fell apart within 6 months and I spiraled out of 
control.  This would be the beginning of my battle with bipolar and my trouble with the law.  My mental 
health hit an all time low after losing my girlfriend of 2 years.  I ended up homeless and couldn't keep a 
job to save my life.  I quickly started selling weed to get by.  After a while that graduated to selling hard 
drugs.  I found myself spending all my time selling.  Fortunately I wasn't a user, so I would say I was 
addicted to the money and thrill of it.  Of course that kind of lifestyle would eventually lead to jail time.  
They weren't easy on me.  I was sentenced to 27 months for selling crack to an under cover cop.  I 
would end up spending 7 month in Drumheller Penitentiary, and the other 20 months of my sentence on 
parole.  When I got out I was almost 23, I had no work skills, but was determined to succeed in the real 
world.   
 
I got a moving job and worked at an Italian restaurant part time.  That worked for 10 month but I was 
considering selling drugs again to make ends meet as the jobs weren't giving me enough hours.  
Fortunately I got a call for a roofing job and that would change my life for the better and set me in the 
right direction.  The whole time after getting out of jail I was constantly practicing horseshoes.  I hadn't 
played in 4 years but I was able to play all winter as Calgary has 20 indoor clay pits.  I heard that the 
2010 Canadian Championships were in my home town of Victoria.  My goal was to place in the top 
three.  I ended up pitching my very best and was able to win the national title again but this time in the 
men's division at age 23. Now back to roofing.  I would go on to roof for 2 years in Calgary before 
deciding to open my own company.  I started my roofing company with $5000 and the help of my 
younger brother Terry and one labour hand.  In 19 months working for myself I was very successful and 
life was great.  Once again I had a girlfriend.  When that ended I spiraled out of control again.  I wouldn't 
be diagnosed bipolar until I was 27, and didn't get the right medication until I was 31. Unfortunately due 
to a manic episode at age 29 I would once again land in jail.  This time I was sentenced to 39 months.  
After getting out I was once again at the bottom of life.  I was on parole again living in a halfway house.   
Once again I gravitated towards horseshoes to guide me in the right direction.  I did try roofing again to 
see if that could work.  But I quickly realized roofing was too hard on my body and once again I was 
looking to start over.  I started working for a plumbing company in 2019 and haven't looked back.  Once 
again my life is thriving and I'm involved with horseshoes.  I believe I have my mental health under 
control now as the medication I currently taking has kept me level headed for almost 3 years now.  My 
horseshoes haven't been up to the levels I've reached in the past.  But I know that with practice comes 
perfection and am hopeful to once again make a big comeback.  I am a member of the Sooke horseshoe 
club.                                                                    9 



DALE AND BARN WALCH – KAMLOOPS  
 

I was a heavy duty mechanic for a large equipment 
dealer here in Kamloops.  Was with the company; 
for 32 years as a field tech, shop tech, shop 
foreman and finally service manager. After that I 
went back on the shop floor and started rebuilds of 
large mine equipment. 
 
I got into playing horseshoes as most, at the cabin 
at the lake between the trees and roots, always 
liked it. I was at a function near the Kamloops club 

when they had a tourney going on and so was easy to get in touch and sign up. 
 
Played most of my time in the interiors, but did go to the Worlds in Red Deer when 
they held it that year. Have managed; to play in most if not all clubs in the interior; 
also Golden when they where running, Prince George, and Quesnel. 

I was away from the game for a few years due to work and commitments but 
enjoy being back and working on %. 
 
In 2018; at the provincials held in Kamloops, I came first in the Men’s C Class. 
 
Always carry the shoes whenever and where ever we travel always looking for 
games and just good exercise. We have even had the chance to run into Lionel in 
Golden and play a few rounds. We enjoy seeing everyone and the socializing. 
 
Barb started a few years after me and really enjoyed meeting the club members 
and the fun everyone had.  She enjoyed learning the score keeping as well as the 
pointers from Yvonne, Sylvia, and many others on how to throw.  The laughs 

we've shared with so many are invaluable.  We've been blessed to meet so many great people. 
 
Barb and I have been married for 40+ years and have two grown boys with a combined group of 7 
grandchildren. 
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